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Preface

This report is part of a wider
research projecin 2011/201#hat
aims to supparthe development
of community circus in Aotearoa
New Zealand. It is funded by the
Lotteries Community Sector
Research Fund and involves a
partnership between Circus
Kumarani
(www.circuskumarani.co.ngz a
community circus provider based
in Dargaville, and Auckland based
social researcher Rachael
Trotman, withassistancdrom
Alex Woodley of Point Research
(www.pointresearch.co.nyg

As a partnership, tisresearch is
guided by a project team involving
OEA OAOAAOAEAOOS
and Alex Woodley, and Circus
Kumarani representatives Jenny Children spinning plates as part of a joint Circus
Huriwai, Frances Kelliher and Thomas Kumarani and Gique du Soleil performance in 200
Hinz.

A key aim of this research is to shine a light on the thinking and practice surrayndi
community circus within New Zealand, and to place this within an international context.
This survey contributes to what we know about this field in New Zealand laad t

project team would like t@incerdy thank all those who participated.
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Executive Summary

This report presents the results of a national online survey of people involved in the
community circus sector. It is the first stage of a wider research project funded by the
Lotteries Community Sector Research Fund. This project aims to explore community
circus in Aotearoa New Zealand in the context of international approaches, and to
support itsdevelopment.

An online survey was sehy emailon 22 April 2011 to 114 contacRespondents were
asked to pass the survey on to other appropriate peopietotal of68 responses were
received.

Those responding had a wide range of connections with camity circus, with the
most common being teacher/trainer (39%), performers (36%), part of a provider
organisation (33%), a volunteer or supporter (2@¥art of an organisation linked to
community circus (23%)Funders, commissioners and Board membedsoaesponded.

The greatest number of respondents live in NorthlaB&%), followed by Auckland
(320). Smaller numbers¥o) were located in Wellingtoror Canterbury;sixpercentlive
in the Bay of Plenty and one each came from Waikato, ManawatiOtago.

When asked to describe what community circugésponsesentred onthe use of
circusskills' to achieve physical, emotional, mental, therapeutic, spiritual and social
benefits for individuals, families and communitiel other words, ommunity circus
was perceived tperform community and social workia the medium otircus skills.

What distinguishes community circus from other formifscircusaccording to these
respondents are:

Its participatory nature and performance focus
That it isopen and acessible to all
Its ability to connect people from all backgrounds and abilities

Its desire to engage families and communities and to achieve community and
social outcomes, as well as for individuals

Its transformative power

Its ability to engage thosen the margins and provide an alternative to
traditional sports and art forms

Key target audiences for community circus at present are considered to be children,
young people disadvantaged groupand people with disabilities, although twihirds
of peopk stated that community circus was for everyone.

'For example juggling, clowning, trapeze, acrobatics, diabtight rope and so on.
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The most commonly reported benefits of community circus were

Positive connection and social interaction

Empowering individuals

Building team and social skills

Promoting learning, health and fithess

Providing an outlet for skill development, fun and creativity

Its public performance element, community objectives and open accessible nature are
also highly valued.

Current strengths of community circus in New Zealand are considered to be the
commitment, passion and quality of thpeople involvedits current activity and
organisationsits potential its newnessits inclusiveness and community roots and
ownership.

Keyreported needsfor community circusncludefunding and resources, professional
development of the sector through for example codes of practice, teacher training and
research, a higher profile and public understanding, expansion and stronger links
among the sector itself, and with other social art forms.

ThecurrentNew Zealand community cirauscene was perceived to be small, with local
hubs of activity and a strong reliance on a few key people and voluntesome

concern was expressed that if key people left or burnt out community circus would
lapse in somdocations A key perceived oppdunity is tointegrate community circus
with Maori and Pacific teaching methods, concepts and art forms such as poi and
taiaha.

Key priorities nationally were considered to be strengthening the sector at local,
regional and national levels, sustainalflending, maintaining open affordable access
for allto participate, raising its profile, keeping current activity going and growing and
integrating community circus into New Zealand culture.

Reported evaluation of community circus activity tends to be basegarticipant and
stakeholder feedback, observing changes and impacts for participants, attendances at
performances andhe financial healthof community circus providers and organisations

Key opportunities for the community circus sector indicdtiey ths survey arset out in
the table below.
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Opportunity

Build the funding and
resource base

Raise the profile of
community circus

Support professional
development of the
sector

O- AET OOOAAI 8
circus into New Zealand
culture

National support systems
to support local
community circus
provision

Description

Support is needed at local and national levelsdentify
and diversify funding sourcebuild resources and suppor
groups to be sustainable

For example by enhancing its web presence,
communicating local circus stories, develbg generic
communication materials and increasing advocacy arot
the role and potential oEommunity circus

This includes moré&raining of performers and tutors,
development ofsafety standards, codes of practice and
good practice guidance, research and evaluation,
development of career pathwayadvice and support for
local organisations andpportunities for the sector to
come together

For example via linking more formally with schools, and
with the disability, youth and early childhood sectors in
particular

This need not be a national body, but could involve the
collective development of national strategies around ke
needs such as resourcing, tutor training and promotion

These survey findings will be tested aradined as the wider research project continues,
via stakeholder interviewsaninternational literature reviewanda national workshop.

The communications surrounding thisirvey and theverallresearch project will make
the findings widely available argkek ideas on how to act constructively on the key

findings.

Girl bouncing over ball onto mat
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1. Introduction

In Aotearoa New Zealandommunity circuscurrentlyhas aow keypresenceand
publicprofile. Since2007, community circuspractitionershave identified needat
national gatherirgsto:

Raise awareness of their activities

Demonstrate the benefits and impacts what they da
Explorevariousapproachesand good practice
Become more self sustaining

Usesimple tools to evaluatéheir activities

Circus Kumarani is a community aicprovider based in Dargaville, Northlaadd has
been operatingsince2004. In response to the calls abovéet organisation took the
initiative to seek research funding frothe Lotteries Community Sector Research

Fund. In January 201lotteries agree to fund a research partnership between Rachael
Trotman& Associateswith assistance from Alex Woodley of Point Research, and
Circus Kumarani. This reparh the results of a national online survey of the
community circus sector is the first phase ofthwider research projeciyhich is briefly
describedin the next section

Fireshow outside CGeative Centre in Dargaville 2006
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2. Researchprojectobjectives
methodsand timeframes

TheoveralOAOAAOAE b evldphcombrunity drtus iA Aotedhoa New
. A A1. A& hiAsito explore the field afommunity circus and support its development
nationwide.The coreobjectives of the research are as follows.

To clearly describe community circus, including how it differs from other forms
of circus.

Identify the reported benefits of community circus.
Uncower good practice information relevant to community circus.

@bl I OA OEA OAOOOAT O OOAOCAS 1T & Aii1O0O1E
overseas approaches.
Identify ways that community circus can flourish in New Zealand.

Provide guidance and simple todls evaluate community circus activities.

Theresearch mehodsinvolvea
national survey (the subject of
this report),aninternational
literature review, stakeholder
interviews, evaluation of three
community circus programmes
anda workshopat a national
community circus convention or
other appropriate gathering

The research began with this
national survey in April 2011 and
will be completed by September
2012. The next steps will be to
complete the literature review
and stakeholder interviews
2011 and toidentify the

Stilt walker team who performed at Sky City in 2005
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3. Reportpurpose and format

This report presents the results of an-tine survey of individuals, groups and
organisdions involved with community circus in New Zealarithe purpose of the
survey is to helpaint a picture of community circus in New Zealaatt respond to the
research objectives abov@he survey soughespondent views ogommunity circus in
terms of.

Whatit is and who it is for.

Benefits and good practice.

Current strengths and areas fanprovement.
Anything unigue or noteworthy in New Zealand.
National priorities.

Evaluation of community circuactivity.

Thereport presensthe methodology usedelow, followed by the results of the survey.
It concludes by presenting survey implicatiolns the community circus sector in New
Zealandand for the wider research project

Learning circus skills at Kaikohe Skate Park Yah Week 2009
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4. Methodologyand response

The research project teamvorked together todevelop a set gpotential questions for
the online survey, which were then narrowed down. A Circusdtani representative
was trained in the use of Survey Monkey and entered the survey questions into this
programme. This was then reviewed by several other project team membesthe
surveywasfield tested among team members

The email contact list wadrawn from attendees of national community circus

conventions organised by Circus Kumarani, project team contacts aratianal

website search of key individuals and organisations. In all 114 email contacts were
identified; however those sent the surveyere also asked to forward it to relevant

DAT P11 A OOET ¢ AT OAI AEl OOAA8 APDPOI AAER Ol
unknown.

On 22 April 2011 the survey link was sent tofitkeple on the emaitontact list

explaining its purpose and how to resph A reminder was sent two weelder and

the closing date for responses was 16 May 20lie survey took around twenty

i ET OOAO O1 AT ibpi AOGA AT A Al ET AAT OEOA DOEU.
Ox1T OEAEAOO O1 #E ORskplinAkladd il Aligust/Septentbdri OET A,
2011, or $100 worth of supermarket or petrol vouchers.

A total of 68 responses were r@iged. This is an excellent response in terms of the 114
contacts sent the surve§60%)z however gven that people were activelyneouraged

to pass the survey on to others to complet®, actualresponse rate canot be

accurately established.

Acrobaticsin Circus Kumarani performance with Ciruge du Soleil 2005
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5. Surveyresults

Thesurvey resultbegin with information about those who responded, before moving
into perceptions of what community circus, its benefits and issues for community
circus in New Zealand

5.1 Who responded

Respondents were asked todicate the nature of theiconnection's with community
circus. As people could choose more than oogtion percentages daot equal100%.

Figure 1: Pleaseindicate your connection/s with community circus- tick as many as
apply
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Almost 40%of respondentsvere involved in teaching or training community circus,
36% were individual performeemnd a third were part of an organisation or grainat
provided community circus activities

Over a quarter (27%) were volunteers or supporters of community circus and 23% were
part of an organisation linked to community circus, such as a school, digghitivider,
youth organisation or performing arts grougsmaller numbers of respondents
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commissioned or hired community circus activities (14%); were a Board member of a
community circugelatedorganisation (9%); or funded community circus activities

(8%).

Ofthe thirteen respondentO EAO 11 OAA Ol (oBoRstndereparehtdo A OET T ¢
participants, two were supporters and one eaghsacommunity circugarticipant,

production manager for festivals, circus equipment retailer, magieiad programme
director of a circus organisatiorOverall it is likely that mangf the surveyrespondents

havemultiple roles and connections.

5.2 Location of respondents

Figure2: What is your current geographical location?
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The highestnumbers of survey respondents doased in Northland35%). Thismay
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have been sent to greater mbers of Northland based peopl&his is osely followed
however by Auckland responden{32.4%6). Smaller numbers of respondeni®4) are
located in Wellingtorand Canterbury;six%, or four, reside inthe Bay of Plentytwo in
Thames/Coromandednd one respondent each came from Waikato, Manawnaatd
Otago.
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Threepeople indicatedhat they live in a0 1 Olechtodol A OOAOAA OT AGEIT 1
wasfrom Cornwall in the United Kingdom and one had been living in Wellington but
was nhowlocatedin Sydney, Australia.

5.3 Describing community circus
Regondents were asked how they would describe community circus to someone else.

Figure 3: In a sentence or two, how would you describe to someone what
community circus is?

Description N= %

A vehicle for skill development, fun amdeative expression 29 21%
Open and accessible to all ages and abilitiepadticipate 27 19%
Connecting people in a healthgupportive,safe, fun environment 27 19%

Using circus skills to empower, bu#dcial skillsyespect,confidence

and self estem 19 13%
Performanceof circus skillsentertainment for communities 13 9%
Promoting learning, brain developmemindmental health 12 9%
Circus with community and social objectives 9 6%
An alternative way to promote motor skills, coordination, fitseanc 5 1%

healthy lifestyles

According to respondents, community circus brings diverse people together in a safe,
fun, healthy environment and uses circus skilhining as a means to build confidence,
self esteem, coordinatiorsocial andnotor skills, fitness and general learning. Itis
open and accessible to all andn havea wide range of individual, community and
socialbenefits.,

dCommunity circus] builds social cohesion and happiness through stealth. The
OAT OGA0O8 EO OEA d&xdmAidgbitawigerangeloiiplybidally gnd AT A
i AT OAT 1T U AEAI 1 AT CET ¢ AEOAOO OEEIIT 068

Community circusisuallyinvolvesa public performance aspect and tends to operate

within a community building or social framework that seeks to connect people,

promote altermtive pathways tdhealth,learning and fithessincludeand empower

vulnerable or marginalised people and engage families @mdmunities One person

Or #1 11 OTEOU AEOAOQO tieGhiancdié coln@ubitiels b Buld A A A
OEOI OCE A OEAOAA AAOEOEOUG S

0! AT i1 O6TEOU AEOADOO EO AEI AA AO AAOAITI
groups that may otherwise not have the opportunity, especially groups such as...
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lower socioeconomic groups orstaavith disabilities. These goals are achieved

OEOI OCE OEA 1 AAOTETC T £ AEOAOO AT A DPAO
5.4 'Who community circus is for

Figure4: Who do you feel that community circus is currently for or is targeted
towards? Pleag tick as many as apply.

90 - 85.7 85.7
80 -
70 -
60 -
50 A
40 -
30 A 20.6

20 A
10 - 1.6
T

0 1 1 1 1 1 T 1

66.7
57.1 57.1

%

n=63

The greatestpercentageof people (86%) considered children and young people to be

the keycurrenttarget audiences for community circuslowever twathirds felt that

community circus is for theaneral public, while 57% each felt that people with

disabilities and disadvantaged groups were key target audiences for community circus.

| £ OET OA xET CAOA Al OI OEAO OAODPI T OAdh 11
AOAOQUITA T O OAB8I T AT AEDAODT DOAARE OOAOAA
elderly, those needing physical or mental rehabilitation, adults or theatre and dance
practitioners.

The responses indicateerception that community circus jgotentially open to al
with childrenand young peopleonsidered to behe mostcommontarget audiencest
present
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